JESSE WHITE - Secretary of State & State Librarian
lllinois State Library, Gwendolyn Brooks Building
300 S. Second St., Springfield, IL 62701-1796

WWW.CVWBERLDRI\VEILLINOIS. COM

READ FOR A LIFETIME
2022-2023 LIST

All of Us Villains Amanda Foody and Christine Lynn Herman 400 Pages

The Blood Moon rises. The Blood Veil falls. The Tournament begins. Every generation, at the beginning of the Blood
Moon, seven families in the remote city of llvernath each name a champion to compete in a tournament to the death.
The prize? Exclusive control over a secret wellspring of high magick, the most powerful resource in the world — one
thought long depleted. This year, thanks to a salacious tell-all book, the seven champions are thrust into worldwide
spotlight, granting each of them new information, new means to win, and most importantly: a choice — accept their fate
or rewrite their story. But this is a story that must be penned in Blood.

All Systems Red Martha Wells 144 Pages

In a corporate-dominated spacefaring future, planetary missions must be approved and supplied by the Company.
Exploratory teams are accompanied by Company-supplied security androids, for their own safety. But in a society where
contracts are awarded to the lowest bidder, safety isn’t a primary concern. On a distant planet, a team of scientists are
conducting surface tests, shadowed by their Company-supplied ‘droid — a self- aware SecUnit that hacked its own
governor module, and refers to itself (though never out loud) as “Murderbot.” Scornful of humans, all it really wants is
to be left alone long enough to figure out who it is. But when a neighboring mission goes dark, it's up to the scientists
and their Murderbot to get to the truth.

An Ember in the Ashes Sabaa Tahir 446 Pages

Laia is a slave. Elias is a soldier. Neither is free. Under the Martial Empire, defiance is met with death. Those who do
not vow their blood and bodies to the Emperor risk the execution of their loved ones and the destruction of all they hold
dear. It is in this brutal world that Laia lives with her grandparents and older brother. The family ekes out an existence
in the Empire’s impoverished backstreets. They do not challenge the Empire. They’ve seen what happens to those who
do. But when Laia’s brother is arrested for treason, Laia is forced to make a decision. In exchange for help from rebels
who promise to rescue her brother, she will risk her life to spy for them from within the Empire’s greatest military
academy. There, Laia meets Elias, the school’s finest soldier — and secretly, its most unwilling. Elias wants only to be
free of the tyranny he’s been trained to enforce. He and Laia will soon realize that their destinies are intertwined — and
that their choices will change the fate of the Empire itself.

Be Not Far From Me Molly McGinnis 240 Pages
Ashley knows this truth deep in her bones, more at home with trees overhead than a roof. So when she goes hiking in
the Smokies with her friends for a night of partying, the falling dark and cracking trees are second nature to her. But
people are not tame either, and when Ashley catches her boyfriend with another girl, drunken rage sends her running
into the night, stopped only by a nasty fall into a ravine. Morning brings the realization that she’s alone — and far off
trail. Lost in undisturbed forest and with nothing but the clothes on her back, Ashley must figure out how to survive
despite the red streak of infection creeping up her leg.

Black Birds in the Sky: The Story Brandy Colbert 224 Pages

and Legacy of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre

In the early morning of June 1, 1921, a white mob marched across the train tracks in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and into its
predominantly Black Greenwood District — a thriving, affluent neighborhood known as America’s Black Wall Street. They
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brought with them firearms, gasoline, and explosives. In a few short hours, they’d razed thirty-five square blocks to the
ground, leaving hundreds dead. The Tulsa Race Massacre is one of the most devastating acts of racial violence in U.S.
history. There are several questions the award-winning author seeks to answer in this nonfiction account of the Tulsa
Race Massacre. In examining the tension that was brought to a boil by many factors — white resentment of Black
economic and political advancement, the resurgence of white supremacist groups, the tone and perspective of the
media, and more — a portrait is drawn of an event singular in it devastation, but not in its kind. It is part of a legacy of
white violence that can be traced from our country’s earliest days through Reconstruction, the Civil Rights movement in
the mid-twentieth century, and the fight for justice and accountability Black Americans still face today. The Tulsa Race
Massacre has long failed to fit into the story Americans like to tell themselves about the history of their country. This
book explores the ways in which the story of the Tulsa Race Massacre is the story of America — and by showing us who
we are, points to a way forward.

Black Girl Unlimited: The Remarkable Echo Brown 304 Pages
Story of the Teenage Wizard

Echo Brown is a wizard from the East Side, where apartments are small and parents suffer addictions to the white rocks.
Yet there is magic....everywhere. New portals begin to open when Echo transfers to the rich school on the West Side,
and an insightful teacher becomes a pivotal mentor. Each day, Echo travels between two worlds, leaving her brothers,
her friends, and pieces of herself behind on the East Side. There are dangers to leaving behind the place that made you.
Echo soon realizes there is pain flowing through everyone around her, and a black veil of depression threatens to undo
everything she’s worked for. This book explores the intersections of poverty, sexual violence, depression, racism, and
sexism — all through the arc of a transcendent coming —of-age.

Call Us What We Carry Amanda Gorman 240 Pages
Amanda Gorman captures a shipwrecked moment in time and transforms it into a lyric of hope and healing. In Call Us
What We Carry, Gorman explores history, language, identity, and erasure through an imaginative and intimate collage.
Harnessing the collective grief of a global pandemic, this beautifully designed volume features poems in many inventive
styles and structures and shines a light on a moment of reckoning. Call Us What We Carry reveals that Gorman has
become our messenger from the past, our voice for the future.

Charming As A Verb Ben Philippe 432 Pages

Henri “Halti” Haltiwanger can charm just about anyone. He is a star debater and popular student at the prestigious FATE
academy, the dutiful first-generation Haitian son, and the trusted dog walker for his wealthy New York City neighbors.
But his easy smiles mask a burning ambition to attend his dream college, Columbia University. There is only one person
who seems immune to Henri’s charms: his “intense” classmate and neighbor Corinne Troy. When she uncovers Henri’s
less-than-honest dog walking scheme, she blackmails him into helping her change her image at school. Henri agrees,
seeing a potential upside for himself. Soon what started as a mutual hustle turns into something more surprising than
either of them bargained for......

Cinderella is Dead Kalynn Bayron 400 Pages

It’s 200 years after Cinderella found her prince, but the fairy tale is over. Teen girls are now required to appear at the
Annual Ball, where the men of the kingdom select wives based on a girl’s display of finery. If a suitable match is not
found, the girls not chosen are never heard from again. Sixteen-year-old Sophia would much rather marry Erin, her
childhood best friend, than parade around in front of suitors. At the ball, Sophia makes the desperate decision to flee,
and finds herself hiding in Cinderella’s mausoleum. There she meets Constance, the last known descendent of
Cinderella and her step-sisters. Together they vow to bring down the king once and for all — and in the process, they
learn that there’s more to Cinderella’s story than they ever knew.....
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The Cousins Karen M. McManus 337 Pages

Milly, Aubry, and Jonah Story are cousins, but they barely know each other, and they’ve never even met their
grandmother. Rich and reclusive, she disinherited their parents before they were born. So when they each receive a
letter inviting them to work at her island resort for the summer, they’re surprised...and curious. Their parents are all
clear on one point — not going is not an option. This could be the opportunity to get back into Grandmother’s good
graces. But when the cousins arrive on the island it's immediately clear that she has different plans for them, and the
longer they stay, the more they realize how mysterious — and dark — their family’s past is. The entire Story family has
secrets. Whatever pulled them apart years ago isn’t over—and this summer, the cousins will learn everything.

Defy the Night Brgid Kemmerer 448 Pages

The kingdom of Kandala is on the brink of disaster. Rifts between sectors have only worsened since a sickness began
ravaging the land, and within the Royal Palace, the king holds a tenuous peace with a ruthless hand. King Harrison was
thrust into power after his parents’ shocking assassination, leaving the younger Prince Corrick to take on the brutal role
of the King’s Justice. The brothers have learned to react mercilessly to any sign of rebellion—it’s the only way to
maintain order when the sickness can strike anywhere, and the only known cure, an elixir made from delicate
Moonflower petals, is severely limited. Out in the Wilds, apothecary apprentice Tessa Cade is tired of seeing her
neighbors die, their suffering ignored by the unyielding royals. Every night, she and her best friend Wes risk their lives to
steal Moonflower petals and distribute the elixir to those who need it most—but it’s still not enough. As rumors spread
that the cure no longer works and sparks of rebellion begin to flare, a particularly cruel act from the King’s Justice makes
Tessa desperate enough to try the impossible: sneaking into the palace. But what she finds upon her arrival makes her
wonder it it’s even possible to fix Kandala without destroying it first.

Firekeeper’s Daughter Angeline Bouley 496 Pages

As a biracial tribal member and the product of a scandal, eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit in, both
in her hometown and on the nearby Ojibwe reservation. Daunis dreams of studying medicine, but when her family is
struck by tragedy, she puts her future on hold to care for her fragile mother. The only bright spot is meeting Jamie, the
charming new recruit on her brother Levi’s hockey team. Yet even as Daunis falls for Jamie, certain details don’t add up
and she senses the dashing hockey star is hiding something. Everything comes to light when Daunis witnesses a
shocking murder, thrusting her into the heart of a criminal investigation. Reluctantly, Daunis agrees to go undercover,
but secretly pursues her own investigation, tracking down the criminals with her knowledge of chemistry and traditional
medicine. But the descriptions—and deaths—keep piling up and soon the threat strikes too close to home. Now Daunis
must learn what it means to be a strong Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe woman) and how far she’ll go to protect her
community, even if it tears apart the only world she’s ever known.

From a Whisper to a Rallying Cry: Paula Yoo 384 Pages

The Killing of Vincent Chin and the Trial that Galvanized the Asian American Movement

America in 1982: Japanese car companies are on the rise and believed to be putting U.S. autoworkers out of their jobs.
Anti—Asian American sentiment simmers, especially in Detroit. A bar fight turns fatal, leaving a Chinese American man,
Vincent Chin, beaten to death at the hands of two white men, autoworker Ronald Ebens and his stepson, Michael Nitz.
Paula Yoo has crafted a searing examination of the killing and the trial and verdicts that followed. When Ebens and Nitz
pled guilty to manslaughter and received only a $3,000 fine and three years’ probation, the lenient sentence sparked
outrage. The protests that followed led to a federal civil rights trial—the first involving a crime against an Asian
American—and galvanized what came to be known as the Asian American movement. This book was extensively
researched from court transcripts, contemporary news accounts, and in-person interviews with key participants. This
book is a suspenseful and authoritative portrait of a pivotal moment in civil rights history, and a man who became a
symbol against hatred and racism.
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Ground Zero Alan Gratz 336 Pages

It’s September 11, 2001. Brando, a nine-year-old boy, goes to work for the day with his dad....at the World Trade Center
in New York City. When two planes hit the towers, Brandon and his father are trapped inside a fiery nightmare as terror
and confusion swirl around them. Can they escape—and what will the world be like when they do? In present—day
Afghanistan, Reshmina is an eleven-year-old girl who is used to growing up in the shadow of war, but she has dreams of
peace and unity. When she ends up harboring a wounded young American soldier, she and her entire family are put in
mortal danger. But Reshimina also learns something surprising about the roots of this endless war...

| Must Betray You Ruta Sepetys 321 Pages

Romania, 1989. Communist regimes are crumbling across Europe. Seventeen-year-old Cristian Florescu dreams of
becoming a writer, but Romanians aren’t free to dream; they are bound by rules and force. Amidst the tyrannical
dictatorship of Nicolae Ceausescu in a country governed by isolation and fear, Cristian is blackmailed by the secret police
to become an informer. He’s left with only two choices: betray everyone and everything he loves—or use his position to
creatively undermine the most notoriously evil dictator in Eastern Europe. Cristian risks everything to unmask the truth
behind the regime, give voice to fellow Romanians, and expose to the world what is happening in his country. He
eagerly joins the revolution to fight for change when the time arrives. But what is the cost of freedom?

If You’re Reading This Trent Reedy 304 Pages

Mike was seven when his father was killed in mysterious circumstances in Afghanistan. Eight years later, the family still
hasn’t recovered: Mike’s mom is overworked and overprotective; his younger sister Mary feels no connection to the
father she barely remembers; and in his quest to be “the man of the family,” Mike knows he’s missing out on everyday
high school life. Then, out of the blue, Mike receives a letter from his father — the first of a series Dad wrote in
Afghanistan, just in case he didn’t come home, meant to share some wisdom with his son on the eve of Mike’s 16t
birthday. As the letters come in, Mike revels in spending time with his dad again, and takes his encouragement to try
new things — to go out for the football team, and ask out the beautiful Isma. But who’s been keeping the letters all
these years? And how did Dad actually die? As the answers to these mysteries are revealed, Mike and his family find a
way to heal and move forward at last.

In the Wild Light Jeff Zentner 432 Pages

Life in a small Appalachian town is not easy. Cash lost his mother to an opioid addiction and his Papaw is dying slowly
from emphysema. Dodging drug dealers and watching out for his best friend, Delaney, is second nature. He’s been
spending his summer mowing lawns while she works at Dairy Queen. But when Delaney manages to secure both of
them full rides to an elite prep school in Connecticut, Cash will have to grapple with his need to protect and love
Delaney, and his love for the grandparents who saved him and the town he would have to leave behind.

Kneel Candace Buford 320 Pages

For guys like Russell Boudreaux, football is the only way out of their small town. As the team’s varsity tight end, Rus has
a singular goal: to get a scholarship and play on the national stage. But when his best friend is unfairly arrested and
kicked off the team, Rus faces an impossible choice: speak up or live in fear. “Please rise for the national anthem.”
Desperate for a change, Rus kneels during the national anthem. In one instant, he falls from local stardom and becomes
a target for hatred. But he’s not alone. With the help of his best friend and an unlikely ally, Rus will fight for his dreams,
and for justice.

Punching the Air Ibi Zoboi 400 Pages
Amal Shahid has always been an artist and a poet. But even in a diverse art school, he’s seen as disruptive and
unmotivated by a biased system. Then one night, an altercation in a gentrifying neighborhood escalates into tragedy.

4



JESSE WHITE - Secretary of State & State Librarian

e il 1 Illinois S Lib , G dol B ks Buildi
W BEEEE B e e T
CmpaAeEe w WWW.CVBERDRI\EILLINOIS. COM

“Boys just being boys” turns out to be true when those boys are white. Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, Amal’s bright
future is upended: he is convicted of a crime he didn’t commit and sent to prison. Despair and rage almost sink him until
he turns to the refuge of his words, his art. This never should have been his story but can he change it?

These Deadly Games Diana Urban 416 Pages

When Crystal Donavan gets a message on a mysterious app with a video of her little sister gagged and bound, she agrees
to play the kidnapper’s game. At first, they make her complete bizarre tasks: steal a test and stuff it in a locker, bake
brownies, make a prank call. But then Crystal realizes each task is meant to hurt-and-kill her friends, one by one. But if
she refuses to play, the kidnapper will kill her sister. Is someone trying to take her team out of the running for a gaming
tournament? Or have they uncovered a secret from their past, and wants them to pay for what they did... As Crystal
makes the impossible choice between her friends and her sister, she must uncover the truth and find a way to outplay
the kidnapper...before it’s too late.

This Poison Heart Kalynn Bayron 384 Pages

Briseis has a gift: she can grow plants from tiny seeds to rich blooms with a single touch. When Briseis’s aunt dies and
wills her a dilapidated estate in rural New York, Bri and her parents decide to leave Brooklyn behind for the summer.
Hopefully there, surrounded by plants and flowers, Bri will finally learn to control her gift. But their new home is sinister
in ways they could never have imagined--it comes with a specific set of instructions, an old-school apothecary, and a
walled garden filled with the deadliest botanicals in the world that can only be entered by those who share Bri's unique
family lineage. When strangers begin to arrive on their doorstep, asking for tinctures and elixirs, Bri learns she has a
surprising talent for creating them. One of the visitors is Marie, a mysterious young woman whom Bri befriends, only to
find that Marie is keeping dark secrets about the history of the estate and its surrounding community. There is more to
Bri's sudden inheritance than she could have imagined, and she is determined to uncover it . . . until a nefarious group
comes after her in search of a rare and dangerous immortality elixir. Up against a centuries-old curse and the deadliest
plant on earth, Bri must harness her gift to protect herself and her family.

Unpregnant Jenni Hendriks & Ted Caplan 310 Pages
Seventeen-year-old Veronica Clarke never thought she would wish she’d failed a test until she finds herself holding a
thick piece of plastic in her hands and staring at two solid pink lines. Even the most consistent use of condoms won’t
prevent pregnancy when your boyfriend secretly pokes holes in them to keep you from going out-of-state for college.
Veronica needs an abortion, but the closest place she can legally get one is over nine hundred miles away—and Veronica
doesn’t have a car. Too ashamed to ask her friends or family for help, Veronica turns to the one person she believes
won’t judge her: Bailey Butler, Jefferson High’s own little black cloud of anger and snark—and Veronica’s ex-best friend.
Once on the road, Veronica quickly remembers nothing with Bailey is ever simple and that means two days of stolen
cars, shotguns, crazed ex-boyfriends, truck stop strippers with pro-life agendas, and a limo driver named Bob. But the
pain and betrayal of their broken friendship can’t be outrun. When their fighting leads to a brutal moment of truth,
Bailey abandons Veronica. Now Veronica must risk everything in order to repair the hurt she’s caused

The Voting Booth Brandy Colbert 501 Pages

Duke Crenshaw is so done with this election. He just wants to get voting over with so he can prepare for his band's first
paying gig tonight. Only problem? Duke can't vote. When Marva sees Duke turned away from their polling place, she
takes it upon herself to make sure his vote is counted. She hasn't spent months doorbelling and registering voters just to
see someone denied their right. And that's how their whirlwind day begins, rushing from precinct to precinct, cutting
school, waiting in endless lines, turned away time and again, trying to do one simple thing: vote. They may have started
out as strangers, but as Duke and Marva team up to beat a rigged system (and find Marva's missing cat), it's clear that
there's more to their connection than a shared mission for democracy.
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We Are Not From Here Jenny Torres Sanchez 344 Pages

Pulga, Chico, and Pequeiia have no false illusions about the town they've grown up in and the dangers that surround
them. Though their families--both biological and found--create a warm community for them, threats lurk around every
corner. And when those threats become all too real, the three teens know they have no choice but to run: for the
border, for the hope of freedom, and for their very lives. Crossing from Guatemala through Mexico with their eyes on
the U.S. border, they follow the route of La Bestia, a system of trains that promise the hope of freedom--if they are lucky
enough to survive the harrowing journey. With nothing but the bags on their backs and the desperation that courses
through their very veins, Pulga, Chico, and Pequefia know that there's no turning back, dangerous though the road
ahead might be.

White Smoke Tiffany D. Jackson 384 Pages

Marigold is running from ghosts. The phantoms of her old life keep haunting her, but a move with her newly blended
family from their small California beach town to the embattled Midwestern city of Cedarville might be the fresh start she
needs. Her mom has accepted a new job with the Sterling Foundation that comes with a free house, one that Mari now
has to share with her bratty ten-year-old stepsister, Piper. The renovated picture-perfect home on Maple Street, sitting
between dilapidated houses, surrounded by wary neighbors has its . . . secrets. That’s only half the problem: household
items vanish, doors open on their own, lights turn off, shadows walk past rooms, voices can be heard in the walls, and
there’s a foul smell seeping through the vents only Mari seems to notice. Worse: Piper keeps talking about a friend who
wants Mari gone. But “running from ghosts” is just a metaphor, right? As the house closes in, Mari learns that the
danger isn’t limited to Maple Street. Cedarville has its secrets, too. And secrets always find their way through the cracks.



